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MORE TRANSPARENCY, MORE EFFICIENCY

For more than 20 years, the energy
label has supported and guided con-
sumers in the search of energy-effi-
cient products. However, the “A+++
-scheme” has become less transpa-
rent. The European Commission and
the Member States have therefore
decided to redesign and simplify the
label with a common energy efficien-
cy scale from A to G for all product
groups.

From the st of March 2021, the new
energy label will help you in choo-
sing energy-efficient appliances and
encourage manufactures to develop
even more energy-efficient products
in the future.

The new label for refrigerators,
freezers and fridge-freezers is simil-
ar to the old label. Besides the revised
energy efficiency scale and a new
graphic design, it includes a new QR
code, which directly links to a EU pro-
duct database (EPREL) where you can
find and compare further product in-
formation.

Old product models that are current-
ly being sold off in stores may still be
sold with the old label until November
2021. Therefore the old and the new
label will co-exist in stores and online
shops for some time.

Find more information about the new
labels at www.label2020.eu.

TIPS FOR THE SELECTION OF NEW
REFRIGERATORS AND FREEZERS

Consider the appropriate type and capacity for your appliance.

® Do you need a separate refrige-
rator and freezer or is a refrigera-
tor-freezer suitable for your needs.
A large freezing capacity in a sepa-
rate freezer may not be needed.

When choosing a separate freezer,
® consider that chest freezers are
more efficient than vertical freezers.

® Concerning the volume of the refri-

geration compartment, 120 litres on
average are suitable for a single per-
son household. 30-40 litres may be ad-
ded for each additional person in the
household.

Choose the freezing compartment of
the fridge-freezer according to your ne-
eds and avoid oversizing.

® Chill or biofresh compartments
are designed to store fresh food
like meat and vegetables at lower
temperatures (2 to 4 OC), thereby
increasing storage life.

® Use web-based information ser-
vices to find and compare efficient
product models. More product in-
formation is provided for examp-
le via the EU product database
(EPREL) as of spring 2021.

® LABEL2020 will offer a web app
tool, which supports product com-
parison and the calculation of ope-
rating costs via smartphone (see
www.label2020.eu for further infor-
mation).
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® Consider the noise emission of the
refrigerator in particular if it is pla-
ced in a combined kitchen and li-
ving room. An increase in the noise
level of only 3 dB is well noticeable
and may reduce comfort.

® An auto-defrost freezer has a hig-
her energy consumption. You do
not need an auto-defrost freezer if
you defrost your freezer manually
once or twice a year.
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